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which we saw this morning had marched 110 versts the
day "before, ie. seventy miles ! This beats the famous march
of the old Fourth Dragoons, my father-in-law, General
Hugonin's regiment, which marched from Canterbury to
London in a day, and acted that evening in the Borough in
quelling one of the Lord George Gordon riots in 1784."

But it was now time to doff uniforms and court-dresses,
and take to the more homely garb of travelling geologists.
Murchison and his friends had planned their journey in such
a way that it should comprise many minor lateral excur-
sions, and they now proceeded to put the plan into execu-
tion. Starting from Moscow, they crossed the empire by
Vladimir, Kasan, and Perm into the Ural Mountains, and
the edge of the vast steppes of Siberia. From these remote
bounds they turned southwards to explore the southern
Urals as far as Orsk, whence, bending their course once more
in a westerly direction, they passed through Orenburg, re-^
crossing the Volga at Sarepta, traversing the country of the
Don Cossacks to the Sea of Azov, and then turning north-
ward to make another traverse of the empire back by
Moscow to St. Petersburg.

Five busy months passed away in these journeys. Mur-
chison kept as usual a full diary. Being mainly geological,
his memoranda were subsequently elaborated into the great
work on " Eussia and the Ural Mountains." But among
them occur records of incidents of travel and other notes,
which give us glimpses of the scenery and people among
whom he lived, and of the way in which this extensive and
rapid survey of the Russian domains was achieved.

As on the previous journey, the main highways of theinterior.
